Totnes Gar

Explore three community gardens in the heart

of Totnes, linked by historic Leechwell Lane

Welcome to the Garden Trail. You can meander through the back lanes of

historic Totnes to visit wonderful community gardens, full of interest for young
and old! The walk itself takes about 20 minutes, but of course can last as long
as you want depending upon what takes your imagination in the gardens \V
along the way. For more details, including a route map, pick up a leaflet.

The gardens were created by the community
in partnership with Totnes Trust and South
Hams District Council, who owns the spaces.
Local community groups also help to maintain
them. The gardens have benefitted from the

generous funding support of other local Trusts.

The wonderful efforts of the community have
been recognised with Leechwell and The Lamb
Gardens winning Gold in 2013, 2014 and

2015 as part of the Totnes entry into the RHS
Britain In Bloom In Your Neighbourhood and
Pennant Award Schemes.
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The Lamb
Garden

© Crown Copyright
and database right 2016.
Ordnance Survey 100022628.
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The Lamb Garden

This once neglected open space, originally
part of Totnes” sheep market, has been
transformed into a community-led
Gardening for Health initiative to link
community food growing with public

[ ¢ health. The former auctioneer’s office, a
Grade I1 listed building, is used as the
gardens store and headquarters. Courses are
run regularly throughout the year, including
some for local school children, while
remaining a much appreciated public open
space. www.gardeningforhealth.org.uk
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The Leechwell

The Leechwell

The ancient well has been recorded since
the 13th Century, and consists of three
parts, inner and outer chambers where
water emerges from a spring in the hillside
and is collected in a pool, and the cobbled
basin fed by three separate spouts. The three
troughs are known as Snake, Long Crippler
(slow worm) and Toad and are believed to
have healing qualities for snake bites and
joint, eye and skin diseases.

Heath’s Garden s
The garden stands on part of a 7
former commercial market garden,
started in 1920 by George Heath
senior, and then run by his son, right -
also George, until 1981. The wall
mosaics were created by children at

The Grove School, and reflect the
garden’s productive history.

Leechwell Lane

The historic walled lane connected the town centre (Totnes Magna) to the
outer manor of Totnes Parva, the Leechwell, the Leper Hospital that once
stood in Maudlin Road, and the old settlement at St Peter’s Quay.

© Totnes Image Bank

Leechwell Garden j

3 ¢ " The space was created by the Leechwell

' ' # Garden Association in partnership

. with Totnes Trust. With its natural play
structure, ponds, stream and grassy

areas, the garden provides a wonderful
opportunity for children to explore.

The garden also includes a pergola, gates,
benches and sculpture by local crafts
people, and is managed in a way that
encourages wildlife to thrive. There is also
a peaceful sunny herb garden to enjoy.
www.leechwellgarden.org.uk
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South Hams

District Council

This panel has been provided by Totnes Trust, www.totnestrust.org
Researched and written by Sue Holmes and Keith Rennells
Unless otherwise stated, photos by Kim Sayer.

Designed by South Hams Design Team, Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes TQ9 5NE
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